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Mr Martin Schulz   Mr Donald Tusk  Mr Jean-Claude Juncker 
President    President   President 
European Parliament  European Council  European Commission 
 
 

Brussels, 5 March 2015 
 
Dear President Schulz, 
Dear President Tusk, 
Dear President Juncker, 
 
Today's judgment by the CJEU against France and Luxembourg would have been 
avoided were a discriminatory regime not in place which requires Member States to 
apply much higher VAT rates to digital publications than print. 
 
We, the representatives of the book value chain, strongly believe that the value of a 
book does not depend on its format or the way it is accessed by readers. Therefore, 
we urge the Commission to take swift action to amend the relevant legislation to 
ensure it reflects technological progress and remove a serious hindrance to the 
development of the e-book market. This will fit neatly into its Work Programme, 
which states that "Barriers to digital are barriers to jobs, prosperity and progress". 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Pirjo Hiidenmaa   Pierre Dutilleul  Henrique Mota 
EWC President   FEP President  FEP Vice-President 
 

   
Kyra Dreher    Fabian Paagman  Jean-Luc Treutenaere 
EIBF Co-President   EIBF Co-President  EIBF Co-President 
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Benedikt Föger     Rudy Vanschoonbeek 
President      President 
Hauptverband Des Österreichischen  Vlaamse Uitgevers Vereniging 
Buchhandels 
 

    
Benoit Dubois     Vesselin Todorov 
President      President 
Association des Editeurs Belges   Асоциация Българска Книга 
 

     
Martin Vopenka     Stig Andersen 
President      President 
Svaz Českých Knihkupců a Nakladatelů  Forlaeggerforening 
 

     
Mart Jagomägi     Pasi Vainio 
President      President 
Eesti Kirjastuste Liit     Suomen Kustannusydistys 
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Vincent Montagne     Heinrich Riethmüller 
President      President 
Syndicat National de l'Edition  Börsenverein des Deutschen 

Buchhandels e.V. 
 

     
Patsy Horton      Marco Polillo 
President      President 
Publishing Ireland     Associazione Italiana Editori 
 

    
Renāte Punka     Remigius Jokubauskas 
President      President 
Latvijas Grāmatizdevēju Asociācija  Lietuvos Leidëjø Asociacija 
 

        
Suzanne Jaspers     Wiet de Bruijn 
Vice-President     President General Publishers 
Fédération Luxembourgeoise   Nederlands Uitgeversverbond 
des Editeurs de Livres 
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Wim van der Stelt     René Montenaire 
President Scientific and Professional  President Educational Publishers 
Publishers      Nederlands Uitgeversverbond 
Nederlands Uitgeversverbond 
 

      
Tom Harald Jenssen     Włodzimierz Albin 
President      President 
Den Norske Forleggerforening   Polska Izba Książki 
 

      
João Alvim      Grigore Arsene 
President      Co-President 
Associaçao Portuguesa    Federaţia Editorilor din România 
de Editores e Livreiros 
 

     
Mihail Penescu     Dejan Papić 
Co-President      President 
Federaţia Editorilor din România   Српско Удружење Издавача И Књижара 
 
 
 
 



             

Federation of European Publishers – Fédération des Editeurs européens 
31, Rue Montoyer – 1000 Brussels 

Tel 32-2-770-11-10 – Fax 32-2-771-20-71 
Email info@fep-fee.eu – Website www.fep-fee.eu 

        
Bojan Švigelj      Daniel Fernández 
President      President 
Slovenian Publishers Association  Federacion de Gremios de Editores de 

España 
 

 
Eva Bonnier      Richard Charkin 
President      President 
Svenska Förläggare Föreningen   International Publishers Association 
 


